Sunday, May 2, 2021
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Prelude
Welcome/Prayer Requests
Please stand in body or spirit.
Gathering
Invocation
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Thanksgiving for Baptism
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are raised with him to new life.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning you created us in your image
and planted us in a well-watered garden.
In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched,
and you gave us water from the rock.
When we did not know the way,
you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters.
At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side,
and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life.
We praise you for your salvation through water,
for the water in this font,
and for all water everywhere.
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love.
Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give.
To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
Congregation may be seated.
Gathering Hymn
Now the Green Blade Rises
LBW 148
Please enjoy the soloist while we refrain from singing together at this time. Thank you!

Please stand in body or spirit.
Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie

Prayer of the Day
O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we
may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Congregation may be seated.
Word
Psalm
25

From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD.
26
The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever!
27
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD;
all the families of nations shall bow before God.
28
For dominion belongs to the LORD,
who rules over the nations.
29
Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship;
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD.
30
Their descendants shall serve the LORD,
whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.
31
They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn,
saying to them, “The LORD has acted!”

Psalm 22: 25-31

Reading
7

1 John 4: 7-21

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows
God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God
sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he
loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought
to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.
13
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do
testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son
of God, and they abide in God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love has been perfected among us
in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in
love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection
in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars;
for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The
commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.
Response after reading.
Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
Please stand in body or spirit.
Gospel Acclamation

Gospel
The Holy Gospel according to John, chapter 15.
Glory to you, O Lord.

John 15:1-8

[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit.
Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I
have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the
vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them
bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a
branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words
abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much
fruit and become my disciples.”

Response after reading.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Congregation may be seated.
Children’s Message
Sermon
HYMN OF THE DAY
Lead Me, Guide Me
Please enjoy the soloist while we refrain from singing together at this time. Thank you!
Please stand in body or spirit.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS
Following each petition
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Congregation may be seated.
MEAL
OFFERING (Please reflect on giving of your time, talents, and treasures and make an offering to God based on all that
God has first given you.) Your continued financial giving is important for the health of our congregation – especially in
this time. We appreciate your generosity, and we will need to work together to continue to support our mission. You
always have the FOLLOWING options:
•
•
•
•
•

Offering plates are located on the table by the doors for those of you worshipping in person.
Mail your offering to the church office – 237 E. Daley Street, Spring Green 53588
Give by texting 833.914.1465.
Simply Giving - sign up by contacting Financial Secretary Scott Mueller at 608.588.5702 or
clcelcasgfinancial@gmail.com
GIVEPLUS Vanco Payment solutions - Go to the App Store or Google Play and search "give plus church" and
make a donation.

Please stand in body or spirit.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
God of love,
you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table.
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.
Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world;
for the sake of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING

THE PREFACE
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasseas we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
COMMUNION (Please share in taking the Sacrament of Holy Communion in your pew or in your home at this time. Use
what you have available for the hosts (such as wine or grape juice and bread or crackers) and remember that we
Lutherans believe in Communion in one kind, so if you only have bread or crackers that is sufficient to partake in the
Sacrament of Holy Communion.)
Congregation may be seated.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Wellspring of joy,
through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.
Satisfy the hunger still around us,
and send us as joyful witnesses,
that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
SENDING HYMN
On Our Way Rejoicing
LBW 260
Please enjoy the soloist while we refrain from singing together at this time. Thank you!
Blessing
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever. Amen.
Dismissal
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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